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A GROUP OF GREEK PAPYRUS TEXTS 

By Edgar J. Goodspeed 

The texts here presented are from papyrus originals of the 
Roman period now in the collection of the writer. All these, 
except the ninth, come from the Fayum, and pretty certainly from 
K6m Ushim, the ancient Karanis. The ninth is probably from 
AshmunSn, the ancient Hermopolis Magna. In the following 
introductions the numbers in parentheses immediately after each 
title represent the catalogue designation of the papyrus in the 
inventory of the writer's collection. 

The various documents present some points of difficulty and 
importance, in dealing with which I have had the advantage of 
very helpful suggestions from Drs. Grenfell and Hunt. But 
they are by no means to be held responsible for all that is here 
advanced. In general, the texts are printed in the order of their 
probable dates. 

I. Iliad B 1-20 (No. 124); 12.5X3 cm.— This little frag- 
ment, which it is unnecessary to print out in full, preserves the 
beginnings (the first two to four letters) of the first twenty lines 
of Iliad B, and doubtless formed the beginning of a roll contain- 
ing that book. The very neat uncial in which they are written 
suggests a date in the second century, as do the dates on the 
hundred or more dated documents found with this fragment. 
The text is the Vulgate. The paragraphus stands after 1. 7, 
marking the pause in the sense. This and the reading 7raa<rv[8ii)] 
in 1. 12 (with H b PQ b C b E" E c O b XZ, b 2 ; iravavSty Ludwich) are 
the fragment's chief points of interest. No trace of vs. 2 is 
preserved, but the space shows that a verse stood here in the 
papyrus. The verso is occupied with fourteen lines of a business 
document, in a large and rather rude uncial hand of the same 
century. 

II. Declaration (No. 100); 6X10.5 cm.— The document of 
which these eleven lines formed the conclusion was a declaration 
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of the type to which Berlin Urkunden No. 243 belongs, although 
in some points the formulae of that papyrus differ from those used 
here. There is no date, but the hand, a cramped and crowded 
cursive, resembling those of the Politeia of Aristotle, suggests a 
date early in the second century. 



*>' P • • [ ] • • [ 

viav aXK . [. . e\v Trj irpoKeip.evy Ku>[pr) *A<ppo- 

SeiTtproXei koivov k<u a&iaipeToy irpoi «/*[« .... 
to koivov rjnio-v /ie'pos tu>v irpOKUfiivuv T«|V 
5 p.fjs apyvplov Spaxjiicov T£TpaKO<na)v p.rj 8iaKe[t- 
p.ev<ov to ty]V rrapdOeo'iv yeveaOai. a.Ko\ov6o>s 
T(S eirio-TaXivTL cm a<ppa.yurp.v>v xpVI MTl ' T l J -V- t[t)V 
8e irapadeaiv ■n-oiovp.ai p.yjSevos irpoKaTecr^ftevov 
Srjp.oo'ia) rj [iJ8iomK<3 tivi Aaya> Sih. tov /3i/3\iotpv\(a.Keiov). el 
10 8e <paveCr) erepia irpoo-rJKOv rj rrpoKaTeo-)(r)p.evov 

p.i) ivev6[ai] ip.ir68i.ov «k rrjcrSe tt}s irapaOio-eios. 

2 'A^poSeirijTAXei: ci. Fayttm Towns, p. 270, 1. 16; p. 276, 1. 6. 
5, 6 nil Sw.Ke[i]iJ.hap seems to interrupt the sense ; we should expect SiA iirMSa/u els 
tA tV vapi9e<nv, etc. ; cf . Berlin Urkunden, No. 243, 11. 9, 10. 



III. Termination of Partnership (No. 97); 19.8X11.2 cm. — 
Heron and Apollos, joint cultivators of three pieces of land, near 
Karanis, terminate their partnership. Heron retires, leaving 
ApollSs in sole possession of the business. There is no indica- 
tion of the consideration for which he does this, the sums named 
in 11. 17, 18 representing the fines that may be incurred by 
violation of the agreement. 

While the papyrus is somewhat broken, the first parts of 11. 17, 
21 are the only really doubtful parts of the document. The date 
is 143 A. D. The hand is a small cursive. 

"Btovs e/38d/iou AvTOKpwropos KatVapos Tirov 
A[£A]iVu 'A8piavov 'AvTtaveivov %ef5ao-TOV 
Evo-£/3o0s] pvqvoi 'AireAAcuo[V] <t>a<u<£i i/3 ev KapaviSl 
tt)'S "Rpu.K\]elBov piepiSoi tov 'Apcri(votTOv) vop.ov. 'OpoXoyei 
5 "Hjowv d]iraTa>p p.r)Tpbi 'IcrtSwpas yewpyo'S icy KAi7povxta[s 



A Group of Greek Papyrus Texts 169 

o)S («t<ov)J eiKotrt X.evK<opa 6<f>0a\.p.<2 St^tiS r<S iv T<5 avrio 
KX^(pcp)J ytiopyto 'AjroXXom Aip.va.iov rov 'Ovvuxppvoi <us (erSv) X 
ovX(??)] 6<ppvi St^ta tKKt)(ioprjKivai avT<o t6v 6p.oXo-yoC(vTa) 
"HpJ<ova aiTO rov vvv i<p' ov p,e[Vj« avriS ij ytmpyia xpdv|joJv 

10 to f\inpaXXov avriS /xe'pos rjp.io~v <ov ycoipytt ZSaipwv 
o-vv] t<o 7rpoic«/xeva> AjroXXam 7rept p,ev tyevapif/cvrjcriv 
K.a\p.r]\ujLvf}s oio"ias dpovplov irtvri rjplaowi kcu 
6p/|oia>« MatK^vat(riav^s) apovprjs ijp-io-ovs ri.Ta.pTov kox Kep- 
iceo-]ov;(<ov irpoo-[d]8ov dpovpas Svo airb tcov V7rep a[v- 

15 t<ov] «s to 8rjp.6o-iov p.£Tpovp.tv<i>y kcu Stay pa<pop. fvoiv 
Sijr]p.oo-Ca>v ird[y]To>v Kal tSv &*XXa>v to>v e£aicoXov#ovv- 
tuiv\ Tais apovpais rj Scoo-t lm.Tip.ov dpyvpiov Spo^/tas 
inaT^bv Kal as to Srjp.6o-iov Tas to-as. «7ro , ypa(<^«vs) Hpw. 

Second hand: 

d]?rdTa>p p.rjrpb's 'lo-tSwpas op.o\oyG> tKK€)(<!>pr)[Ktva.i 
20 T<j> 'A7roXXo)Tt diro tov vvv «<£' ov p.ev« p.ot ij yaopyia \povov. 

. . .] . Xo(s) 'Epi[«Jo)s iypatj/a iirip avTOv p.77 ciSotos ypdpp.ara 

Third hand: 

d]vay€-ypa7TT(ai) Sta ypa(<£eiov) Kapan'So(s) 

12 Ko]ac;X"«>^» corr. 

18 We should expect "Hpwy also to be in the second hand, as there is not room for a 
name before dirdrup it at the beginning of 1. 19. 

IV. Claim of Title (No. 98); 21X12 cm.— Statia Petronia, 
through her guardian Tiberius Claudius Secundus, addresses to 
Artemidorus Tourbon, royal scribe of the division of Polemon, a 
claim to certain lands about the villages of Nilopolis and Mem- 
phis, to which, she declares, a certain Aphrodisius, acting in the 
name of a woman named Thamounion, is laying claim. Apparently 
the lands in question had been mortgaged to Statia, who had fore- 
closed and become the owner. She appeals to the royal scribe to 
have the name of Thamounion stricken from the register of those 
who paid the apidwriicov. The royal scribe, in a memorandum 
appended to the petition, turns it over to the village-scribe of 
Memphis, with instructions to act upon it. The first hand is an 
irregular upright cursive ; the second is also cursive, but sloping, 
and much more rapid and difficult. The date is 144 A. d. 
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'ApJTep.iSoSpw tc3 Kal Tovp/Wt /8acriX(tK<3) ypa(p.p.aTtt) 'Apo-i(vo«Tov) 
IIoX(ep.a>i'Os) p.ep(t'oos) 

srajpa STaTias IleTpcowas /x«ra Kvpiov tov StSo- 

p£e]vov avTij Kara Tot Pw/xoiojv «#)j Tt/Jepibv 

KXavSYov 2«kow8ou. £7r« TeXai to te'Xeiov api.6p.Tf- 
5 tikov t7rt Kioprji Nei'Xov 7toA£(os tjJs HpaicX^t'Sov) 

/xepi'Sos €(T)(av Se aWo vop.ip.iav e/i/JaSti'as 

tvtxvpao-i'as t<o SieXjjXvfJort c (eVei) 'AvrwyiVov 

Kaicrapos tov Kvpiov v7ro)(ptov pov apa aXXots 

VTrdpxoviTi Kal irtpl Ktoprjv Mep<piv tijs IloXe- 
10 /xwos pepiSos KXrjpov KarotKiKOv (apovpZv) a (ypio-v) y t/8, 6 Se 

[ujiroxpeos 'A<f>po8i<nos TeXe! eV' dv6p.(a.TOs) ®apow(ov 2ap./J(a) 

y/UTtkaov apiOlpr/TLKov) tin TJJs Mep.</>ea>s kcu ov8«v avnp 

virapxei 7repi tov vopbv koltoikikov I&io^os, 

iin8i8<i>pi 6Va>s irtpuuptOrj to rrj<s ®apovviov 
15 ovo/xa otao tjJs tov apiOprjTiKOV ypa<prj's. 

Second hand: 

'Apr€pC8atpos 6 Kal Tovp/3cov j8aoriX(iic6s) ypap(paTcvs) 
HoXffiwvos pcpCSos Ka>p,oypa(p,/xaT«) Meptpeias. 
tov iViSo^eVros /J.01 f$i/3\.i8iov d.VTiypa(<pov) 
7rpox(etTai). to axoXovoW ovv e7riTeXei «5s xa^K(ei) 
20 «« irpos o-e tov Xoyov io-opivov iav ti pi) 
SfdvTcos yivryrai. [ae^o-rjptiiopai. 
("Etovs) £ ' Xvroivlvov Kaib-apos tov Kvpiov 

6 Cf. Faytim Towns 124, 1. 18: 4i/ei/ voii.lii.wv, illegally. 

7 ivexvpaalas O.P. 712. 

V. Petition to the Strategus (No. 110); 24x12 cm.— The 
iTriTijprjTai yevr)p>aToypa<f>ovfievmv of Karanis address to the strate- 
gus a complaint against two assistants of the eiruriceirTai eXauicSiv 
KapTr&v. These latter are charged with making an improper 
return as to the productiveness of certain lands, reporting as pro- 
ductive lands which through lack of water had ceased to be so, 
and as unproductive certain other lands actually fruitful. The 
iiriT7]pr]ra( demand that the culprits be summoned before the 
assize of the nome to explain their action. 

Theodorus appears as strategus of the division of Heraklides 
in a Berlin papyrus (B. Q. U. 613, 1. 26), assigned, though not 
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positively, to the time of Antoninus. M. Sempronius Liberalis 
was praefect of Egypt from 154 to 159 A. d. ; cf. B. G. U. 26, 372, 
446, 780, the second a decree of his, though not the one here 
referred to. The twentieth year (1. 9) thus refers to the reign of 
Antoninus Pius and corresponds to 156-57 A. d., in or soon after 
which year the papyrus must have been written. Hierax was 
strategus of the division of Heraklides in 159-60-61 A. d., and 
in the way in which the praefect and the imperial year are intro- 
duced there is nothing to suggest that a former praefectship or 
reign is meant; which considerations would exclude a date later 
than 159 A. d. 

The document exhibits much correction and alteration, and 
was doubtless a preliminary draft of the complaint. The hand is 
a small, rapid, and irregular cursive. 

OeoScopcoi <TTp(arrjyoii) ' Apo~i(vociTov) 'HpaxAeiSou 

p.€pl&OS 
Ylapa Ili-oXe/naiou Soporous (cat 
'ApTraXov 'A<tk\3. Kal tuv Xonruiv 
5 liriTi]pr]T(5>v) yevr)(juxToypa<povp.fv<>>v) virap\6vTo>v 8ioi«(i;<re<Ds) 
Kiofurji Kapavi'Sos. eveorcJoTjs fip.v.v 
d/u.<£i<r/3i7T»7<7 , e<DS fpos 'HpaKXrjv 
Kal 'Hp<b8r)v 

/8o»70o[]V]]v>s liruTKarTibv iXaiKmv Kap(7iw) 
K (Itous) irtpl <av iraptypaxj/av virap\ov- 
■n-apa rty o&crav 
10 Ttav iv rff liriTrjpyo-ei ][a<popa iv]\ 
ain&v 8l&0€<tiv \\t& &tpopa^ 
^<j>opip.oi<: avayparf/ap.ivoi lirapyvpur-]\ 
[[/tail kJ Kal Ta KtXeva&tVTa 
vito tov Xap.irpor6.Tov rjy€p.6vos 2ejU.7r(p<i>vM>u) 

Sta t^k yevo(jiivr)v) Xixf/vSpelav 
AifiepaXis to. acpo(pa) ][iv <popip.ois avaypa-lj\ 
15 [[i/'a/nei'oi]] (K tov itXcio-tov ava£r)pavavra a 
iv rf>opifiot<i avaypa\fiap.ivoi Kal irtpl u>v 
irapa iripiov iiriKparovvTiav ivuoy 
xiirapy(OVTu)v T)}s a(uT^s) iiriTr)prj<rc<i><s 
p.aXXov <popip.mv ovtiov apyvpt- 
20 o-ap.tvoi iv a<j>6pois SUo-ruXav Kal tS>v 
Kar' avTous 8top.€v<av vtto tov Xapirpora- 
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tov ijyt/toVos {[2e/«r(pci>viou) Aiftcpd\is]\ Sia tov(to) 
dft[[<oJo5/u.£v Kjov^rov to itrov \[tu>v]\ Si' tvos r&v ircpi 
<r€ VTrrjperO>v p.€TaSoOrjvai avToTs 
25 lv' t)(0VTes (vypa(TrTov) [ 7rapay]ye\«ai' irapa- 
yo'tovTat eps to Icpm^Tarov avrov 
firjpja. oir[ou iav tov tov\ yofiou SiaXo- 
yio-fjibv fj Si[Kau>So<ri'av] Troi-qarjTai 
apKovfievmv fj/j.5>v Tr}8t Trj SiaaroA^ij). 

30 3 . . . .' 

Similar formulae occur in B. G. U. 226 and in P. Oxy. 484 (Kenyon Greek Papyri 
in the British Museum II, p. 171). 

5 On tirirripriTaX yePTiiuiToypaipovutpwv inrapxbvrwv Sioi/c?Jcrewj cf. B. G. IT. 851, 1. 5, 
161-62 a. D. 

25 The first e of lx<"' T " corrected from o. 



VI. Keceipt for Seed (No. 67) ; 5.7 X 12 cm.— The first halves 
of these lines had already been published ( University of Chicago 
Studies in Classical Philology III (1900), p. 47) when the frag- 
ment containing the rest of them came to light in the midst of a 
miscellaneous mass of small pieces that had remained unassorted. 
While the year is still wanting, it is probable that this, like most 
of the other extant documents of this type, belongs in or near the 
twenty-second year of Antoninus, 158-59 A. d. These receipts 
were given by the yecopyoi to the sitologi in acknowledgment of 
advances of seed made to them for sowing their fields. In this 
one the farmer Satabous, son of Harmiysis, acknowledges the 
receipt of seed for sowing four and three-quarters arourae of 
land "of Seneca," i. e., of the Senecan estate or ovaia, and four 
and twenty-nine thirty-seconds arourae "of Severus," i. e., of the 
ovaia or estate that bore his name; cf. leve/ciavrj, ibid., Nos. 5, 16, 
18, 26, 35, 53, 65, 71, etc.; leovypiavj, Nos. 76, 77; Zeovjpov, 
Nos. 19, 47, 55, etc. 

2iTrtpiuxT>av [.] . (crows) 'Avtidvlvov Kcu'cra/Dos 
tov Kvpiov orj (VjA^pov^tas) KapmSos 
2ev«a Sara/jovs 'Ap/nvixrews (apovpwv) 8 L d 
~2,tovrip[o\v (apovp&v) 8 L J r) \o 'AOip k 
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VII. Tax Keceipt (No, 109); 15.5X22 cm.— Receipt for four 
drachmae in payment of a tax, probably trre<paviic6v. The time is 
that of Commodus, 180-92 A. d. The receipt is on the recto; the 
verso is occupied with business memoranda in later hands. 

Mdp]*cov AvprjXiov Kop/xoSov 

] i£ 8uyp(aij/€v) S 

] . p.t\ovTo<s 'Ovvw^pews 

] . (Spaxfias) T«r<rapas / (Spa^/xas) 8 

5 ]S 

VIII. Docket of a Village Scribe (No. 102) ; 9 X 12 cm.— This 
docket is written in a very clear, handsome cursive, and is com- 
plete, except for the broken fibers beneath the last word. A few 
letters, probably of the document which it accompanied, remain 
at the left margin of the papyrus. The date is the fourth year of 
Alexander Severus, 224 A. d. 

("Etovs) S AvTOKpdropoi Kcuoupos 
MdpKov AvprjXiov 'Xeovypov 
'AXe$dvSpov Ev<re/3ovs Evtvx[ovs 
SejSatTTOV &a£><pi 
5 AvpiJXtos 'A<£poSwrio« Ko>poyp(appaT€iik) 
Si' epov tov a ov 

i There is no trace of a number after *oi50i, where we should expect the day of the 
month. 

IX. Letter (No. 104) ; 12 X 8 cm.— This fragment preserves 
the opening salutations of a letter, written in a clear hand, prob- 
ably of the late Eoman period. 

'Opiye'viys Ai[o]yevaTi twi 
aSeX<f>u>i ir[A.]£t<rTa xaipuv 
irpb piv ird[y]Tti>v ivxopaC 
ore i>yia[Yrav] /a£Ta ru>v crtov 
5 irdv[rtav «a]t to vpo<7Kv- 
vr]]pd [<rov ir]otui irapix 

Here the papyrus breaks off; the seventh line probably read: 
[tow Kvpim lapairfot] as in FayUm Towns, p. 284, or [rot? ivOdSe 
#eot?] as in Fay&m Towns, p. 286. 



174 Edgab J. Goodspeed 

X. Eeport of Officials (No. 105) ; 6.5X9.5 cm.— The restora- 
tions in this document are made with the aid of Berlin Urkunden 
No. 620, a Fayum papyrus from the same komarchs, which is 
assigned to the third century after Christ. On the other hand, 
this papyrus makes possible considerable restorations in the 
Berlin document, the lacunae in the two falling usually in dif- 
ferent places. The papyrus belongs to the third century a. d. 

[Avpr)\i<o 'A^iAAct tiS Kal TlToWapuixn arpaTrjyiS 'ApaivoiTOvj 
irapa. Avprf]\iwv IleijovTos Tl[ro\ep.aiov 
Kal 'Ajrtovijov 'Avrtoviov ap.<f>[oripiav 
Ku>fxapxu>v K^iapLrji Kapavi8o[s tov ' Apo-iv(oiTOv) 
5 Kara K«Aei><r]iv [tou] hiao-qaoraTov eir^TpoVov 
'Avviov Aioyevovs rjpiOp.y$r) . . . . [ 
irapa tS>v tov vopiov 8i)p.o[criu>v \prjp.d- 
T<av Tpaire£iTU>v i£ cirurrQiA/uaros crov 
m\p Tip.rji iov irapto")(riKa\jjL£v o-Tt\a- 
10 piu>v epai .... kAc[. .] . [ 



6 Perhaps ^pi$fi^0ri<rap iifuv. 

XL Address to Village Officials (No. 106); 25X13.5 cm.— 
This address is written in well-formed cursive of good size, prob- 
ably of the late Roman period. It is addressed to the eirenarch, 
the komarchs, and the accountants of receipts of some village in 
the Fayum, and concerns sums due a person who had worked for 
the writers on some works in the neighborhood of Pelusium. 
This Fayum village is known, from Papyrus 89, FayUm Towns, 
p. 224, to have been in the division of Themistes. The writing 
is across the fibers. The date is probably about the end of the 
Roman period. 

irfapa) tov o-Tparrjyov 
eiprjvdp)(7] Kal K<opAp)(cus Kal K£<£uAaio>T<us iriTTaKiiav Kiop-r) 1 ! [ 
.... at . tov iirip fip.u>v ipyaadptvov ch to. Kara to Hr/Xownov «LPY a 
]tc . ot]/[. . .]<rai irdvO' ocra xpcoKrreiTat airuS airo \oyov 
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5 Jk . Ta[. . . .]ra TtXiara y(ptu><jTOvp.tva avriS a . . wijpa[ 

]<£[ ] Kal Ai8[y]pov <r«ri;/xi<i>(/xai) 'Advp k8 

2 The reading elprjvipxv is certain; though elpfyapx [o] s appears in papyri Nos. 
139 and 146 of Amherst Papyri (II, pp. 170, 178). No occurrence of Ke<pa\aiaT^s 
n-trraxW in published papyri is known to me. 

i, 5 XpeaxTTcty occurs also in Amherst Papyri II, p. 185, 1. 13. 

XII. An Address to the Praefect (No. 107); 19.5X20 cm.— 
This document is addressed to a praefect, whose name is wanting, 
by the strategus of some division of the Arsinoite nome, and per- 
haps accompanied a list of persons suitable for office (eviropot, Kal 
eiriTijSeioi) . The hand is a curious, sprawling semi-uncial, written 
with a fine pen. The loss of the praefect's name leaves the date 
uncertain, but the use of Biaa-ij/wTaTo^ and peyaXeiov, together 
with the character of the hand, point to a date not much, if at 
all, earlier than 300 A. D. The name Gerontius, too, is not often 
met with before that date. The name on the verso is in another 
hand, and probably has nothing to do with the petition. An 
Aurelius Gerontius appears as strategus (of what nome is uncer- 
tain) in Amherst Papyri No. 138, 326 A. d., and the strategus 
Gerontius of this papyrus is probably the same individual. The 
date is thus about 326 A. d. 

Recto: 

t<[> oWnj/xoTaTU) . £ ] ijye/ioVi [ 

tKk\oyi<TTia.v Kal TcpovTios crTpaTijyos ' Ap<rivo[c.iTOV 
]jaeva virb tov aov p.ty[a\tiov 
jtidv OakaTTiu>\v 
5 Trjpos Trjv Ta£«v|[ 

]xA.7;poi>s T<i>v[ 
]t<ov ra ovo/x^ara 
java<f>epop.£v[ 

fppuxr[o 

Verso: Two seal-impressions in ink and 
10 KAavS[i]o> 

1 While SicuTTipMaTos does occur in second-century documents with T)~fep.tliv — e. g., 
Oxyrhynchus Papyri II, p. 158 — it is much more frequent later. 

University op Chicago 



